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itself into a new age by yielding to a natural impulse which is
inherently impure, is a world that does no credit to its Maker.
One who holds such a view should logically look, not only
with Gautama at the sorrow-stricken and the decrepit, but at
the young and strong and beautiful, and declare

These say the babe is wise
That weepeth, being born.

Against all these perversions of true Theism, denounced in
the Christian Scriptures as ' doctrines of demons',1 Zoroas-
trianism in all its history has raised a consistent protest. The
Prophet himself, whom the legend declared to have laughed
when he was born,2 was an optimist through and through.
One of his Gathas is a marriage hymn, and the marriage
hymn of his own daughter. Priests have always been married,
and the superior virtue of the married over the celibate has
always been an article of faith. Similarly with fasting and
austerities: never has any such method of spiritual achieve-
ment received the slightest encouragement from Zarathushtra
or his successors.3 Nor has the denial of property, as some-
thing inherently evil, found its way into Parsi conceptions of
goodness. The question of the effect of this optimist outlook
upon the life of the community may be left till we come to
that subject. At present it is enough to assure ourselves, in
this and other departments of ethics, that obedience to the
precepts of the Avesta would produce a clean-living, honest,
and trustworthy people. For it is not to be forgotten that
the great triad of Word and Thought and Deed has lost none
of its prominence, so that if conscience enforced a really strict

1 i Tim. 41"6.                                         2 See above, p. 75.

n This needs qualifying if the Magi are to be regarded as authoritative.
Classical writers (see Dhalla, Zor* Theol^ p. 186) tell us of sects of Magi
which neither kill nor eat anything living, or again eat vegetables, cheese
and bread, and sleep on the bare ground, or practise celibacy. If we
remember that the Magi were originally independent of Zoroastrianism,
and included communities which never embraced it at all, we can accept
this well-attested statement without difficulty. These ascetic Magi will
in fact be elements in the spiritual ancestry of Gautama and Mahavlra.